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Savage, whose characteristic generally is, to be in a
short time disgusted with anything he has, and
passionately desire whatever he sees, but does not
own.

Everything which Chikagon has related to his
countrymen, with regard to France, has appeared
to them incredible. ‘‘ They have bribed you,’’ said
some to him, ‘‘ to make us believe all these beautiful
fictions.”” ‘‘ We are willing to believe,”’ said his
relatives, and those by whom his sincerity was least
doubted, ‘‘that you have really seen all that you
tell us, but there must have been some charm which
fascinated your eyes, for it is not possible that
France can be such as you have painted it.”” When
he told them that in France they were accustomed
to have five cabins, one on top of the other, and that
they were as high as the tallest trees, that there
were as many people in the streets of Paris, as there
were blades of grass on the prairies, or mosquitoes
in the woods, and that they rode about there and
even made long journeys in moving cabins of leather,
they did not credit it any more than when he added
that he had seen long cabins full of sick people,
where skillful Surgeons performed the most wonder-
ful cures. ‘‘ Hear!’’ he would say to them in sport,
‘‘ you may lose an arm, a leg, an eye, a tooth, a
breast, if you are in France, and they will supply
you with others, so that it will not be noticed.’’
‘What most embarrassed Mamantouensa, when he saw
the ships, was to know how it was possible to launch
them into the water after they had been built on
land, where arms enough could be found for this
purpose, and above all to raise the anchors with their
enormous weights. They explained both these



